www.cloughjordancommunityfarm.ie Spring 2021

Cloughjordan Community Farm Newsletter

Hello! and welcome to our Spring newsletter.

We’ve pulled together a bumper edition for your reading pleasure, in part because it's so hard to
communicate in person. This is just a really unfortunate part of life now - I really miss our
community meals and days on the land - so we need to use other means to communicate. In this
newsletter you’ll hear from all parts of the farm in the widest sense. You’ll hear from our producers
Rebecca and Torban, from the board with some new personnel, from the volunteers and all the
great activities they are involved in, from distribution and from education and the exciting new
Open Food Network. This has lots of interesting new strands which you’ll see below. Enjoy the
read!

There are numerous ways to be more a part of what happens on the land and in our wide set of
activity areas, feel free to step up and join in. And do get in touch with comments, suggestions and
more on this newsletter. We’re also due a member’s meeting, but have just now had to drop our
preferred date since it clashed with an SPI meeting. The new date will be announced asap. When
we meet we’ll delve deeper into what we’ve touched on in '
the Newsletter, including production plans and our budget
for2021.

Check out the latest video on our farm, which was
broadcasted all over the world on the St Patrick’s Festival
website. Thanks to Josh Brownlow, Jessica Schoening and

Tales of Ireland Present
Eoin Campbell for the work. Click here to view . Cloihiar

Best, Ollie Moore.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8bMCFsxb7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8bMCFsxb7A

Board report

Hi folks, Ollie here. We are delighted to announce that we
have two new dynamic people on the board of trustees now -
Ailbhe Gerrard and Meagan O'Hanlon.

Many of you know Ailbhe, she’s a local, certified, organic
farmer. Her farm is Brookfield over by the lake. She teaches in
Gurteen Agriculture College, is secretary of the CSA network
and is a former Nuffield scholar - very unusual for an organic
farmer! Ailbhe has been to many events here over the years,

from meals at Bruce’s to most Feeding Ourselves’ gatherings.
She will bring lots of skills and empathy for our ways of doing
things. Ailbhe will be our new treasurer. Here’s her youtube channel.

We also welcome Meagan O'Hanlon. Meagan is known to us via Tamara McGinty, and the
Permaculture gathering here in 2018, which she attended and found inspirational and indeed life
changing. So much so that she’s willing to come back to us in this voluntary capacity!

Her background is in risk management, governance and compliance, so she has a nice blend of
organisational skills and on-the-ground community and soil work. Meagan will be our secretary,
and will join myself, Shay Hannon and Ailbhe on the board.

A new bookkeeper, Patrick McGee from Roscrea has been recruited. We would like to thank Connie
Marcalo for her time as company secretary and the voluntary work in accounts over several years.
Our thanks also to Davie Philip and Eilleen Brannigan for their time on the board - Davie and Eileen
are both now in part time positions in our Open Food Hub.

We’ve worked especially hard on budget matters in recent weeks and months. On the board, our
aim is to make sure the farm and its core activity - providing good veg for members - gets the best
value from all the time and resources available. Making sure all our expanding educational and
volunteer activities benefit the farm is the key consideration from the board’s perspective, in all the
meetings and budget adjustments we make. Having spent many hours on this topic in recent
weeks, we feel confident that we have achieved a good balance.

Finally, we made a considered submission to the wastewater treatment discussion in the
ecovillage. We made the case for not ceding 1 acre of land (without replacement offering) from a

number of perspectives, including that of the years of building soil quality on site.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9fHWa5Ama23yM5JbnSrirA

Production

Hey Everyone! Rebecca and Torben here. The first
signs of spring are appearing around the farm with the
temperatures slowly rising. We have ploughed our
fields that will be planted this year and started sowing
the 40,000 onions for this year’s harvest. A big addition
to the farm has been the new compact tractor which
was kindly donated to us by an anonymous donor. The
tractor is being put to good use and is a fantastic
addition to the farm.

We were able to collect enough horse manure to
create a hot bed which we are using to warm up our
tomato seedlings.

We purchased a larger load and shared it with Bruce as
he will be using it on his plots. This substantially
brought down the price due to buying in bulk. The
compost is being stored on the carpark at the
entrance of the community and being brought to the
farm using the compact tractor.

We have been able to get some great use out of the
new flail mower clearing overgrown areas like this one
around the berry bushes.

We Have purchased 800 euro of organic
compost from Enrich, the only organic
certified compost supplier in Ireland.




One of the supports of the compost toilet by the
Farm cabin broke so we have temporarily supported
it with concrete blocks and hope to fix it properly
when the weather improves.

With the cold weather in January we were lucky to
have our lunches in the new Ed cabin. We varnished
the floor and gave it three coats before using the

area to stop the floor from being ruined from all the
muck being brought in.

local, organic farms, supporting the local economy.

We have been buying our leeks and celeriac from
Loughboora farms in Tullamore in Co.Offaly. The
parsnips, carrots and beetroot have been bought
in from Phillip Draper who is the owner of
Coolnagrower near to Birr in Co.Offaly.

Planting greens in the tunnels has been a big focus
for us right now, to ensure more supply to the
coach house.

Wishing you all the best,

Rebecca and Torben

We built a parking spot for the new compact
tractor by modifying the old chicken coup
and moving it between the containers. This
will allow for storing the tractor out of the
rain.

Veg has been bought in from organic
suppliers over the last 2 months. Our plan
will be to supplement the crops that we
don’t have with crops that we can buy from




Volunteering
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Personal projects

Winter is the best time to plan and be creative. Different projects and ideas have been done by the
volunteers on the farm such as a wormery made from a bathtub, a water collector, a future bike
shed, etc. Enise, one of our ESC Volunteers built a beautiful stool made with willows which was
purchased by one of our farm members. Rosa another ESC Volunteer, has been working on new
images and art pieces for the publishing of our ESC activities. Take a look at some of the following
images for a new logo for the farm, which one would be your favorite?

For choosing our new farm logo we will post the proposals in the coach house in the near future,
and you can vote there!
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Farm OS project

In her personal project Myriam has been mapping the farm with great results using Farm OS.

Farm OS is an open-source, web-based application for farm management, planning, and record
keeping that has been developed by a community of farmers, developers, researchers, and
organisations.

The ultimate goal of this project is to end up with an accessible map/ database for our farm. This
will help the farm team to better understand the year to year developments, manage crop
rotations and keep a track of assets on the farm. Ultimately this will be a resource that can be used
by members, now and in the future to understand both the day to day running of the farm, its
development, impact on the land and keeping a historical record of yields and assets.

CLOUGHIORDAN COMMUNITY FARM MAP

Phiotn source | Google Earth 16/04/2020 L R
CRS ¢ Irish Transverse Mercator - TRENET 95 RS, 0 5 5m

Dete : B1/2021 EARM [
Authar : Myrizam LUCAS -



A year with us!

A letter from our past volunteer Merle-Marie to our members

Hi it is Merle writing here. From last March, I've had the wonderful opportunity to be one of
the ESC volunteers at Cloughjordan Community Farm. Writing this, | am back home in
Germany already, and finally taking the time to send out a (belated) Thank You to every
single one of you who is part of the farm.

Being given the chance to learn about organic vegetable production for a community in a
hands-on way has been such a valuable experience for me, but not only have | seen the
kale, carrots and all the other beautiful crops grow - | also witnessed myself evolve a lot
personally. So thank you, for creating and sustaining this nurturing project and space, and
thank you for welcoming us volunteers into it with such generosity and kindness. It has
been a truly empowering experience for me, which | am deeply grateful for.

Before | get all too sappy, | just want to close by saying that along with this text, | am
sending some of my favourite photos that | have taken on the farm, and | hope they might
be of interest to you.

| hope to be back to Clough some time in the future, and until then | wish you all the best!™
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Ivan has been with us for a year and
has had his last day on the farm,
finishing up on the European
Solidarity Corps (ESC) here in

Cloughjordan.

What a positive presence and fastidious grower lvan
is! We wish him well in all future endeavours, and
hope he keeps in touch and involved - we know he’d
love to come back too! Ivan is now back in Croatia
starting his own garden.

Check out his video interview talking about his year
with us and what it meant for him_here



https://youtu.be/07mfD5C1e8o

New volunteers coming!

We are very happy to continue with the ESC project
this year. Soon 5 new volunteers will join the farm
team. We are expecting them to arrive on March
22d and they will be doing 14 days of restricted
movement before starting on the farm. We are still
searching for one more volunteer to join the team.
We are hosting participants from Spain, Australia,

Austria, and Portugal.
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New Ground

As part of a new ESC project named New Ground we are in the final planning stage of a new
growing area for the team to experiment with. This will be a highly productive growing area, with
less labour inputs and less disruption to the soil. This hopefully will help improve soil structure
and sequester more carbon in the soil. This method will also hopefully reduce weed pressure and
give the farm’s entrance a facelift with a neat and visually appealing market garden style growing
space. This project will also include additional on the ground education and management support
for the volunteers and the wider farm.



Better Communications

As well as this newsletter - which we hope to do seasonally - our weekly email produce bulletins
and our upcoming members meeting, we have other things going on too in this realm. To help
improve our communications - out to the wider community and world, but also internally, we now
have instagram, facebook and twitter working. This will be a handy way to keep up with the
coming and goings of the farm, with new people and new initiatives.

Of these, our new instagram account is the most lively. We will in email communications and the
Harvest Report, link to these pages where possible, to avoid having large emails with big files.

Our very new Instagram account, which is less than four months old, already has over 600
followers!! Thanks to Pilar and Jessica and the great pictures...

We also have revitalized our facebook and nstagram : RACE )

reactivated our twitter account. cloughjordan_community.farm  IEEESN I

39posts 602 followers 466 following

Cloughjordan Community Farm
Regenerative & ecological agriculture

Organic food @

Information about our lovely farm in: English, Spanish and German

and Twitter, and are also visible on the farm e24900080.
website: cloughjordancommunityfarm.ie

These can be found here: Instagram, Facebook
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